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Local Government 
 Local government is the government in a community.  It takes 

care of things that affect people’s everyday lives.  The local 

government makes sure the streets and people are safe.  They 

take care of the parks, schools and roads in the community. 
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Mayor  
 Brooklyn’s local 

government is 
led by the 
mayor.  A 
mayor is the 
leader of city 
government.  
The people of 
the community 
elect or vote 
for the mayor.  
Our Mayor is 
Katie 
Gallagher.     

Katie Gallagher was elected mayor in 2015.  She was 

on the Brooklyn City Council since 2012. 



Mayor’s Jobs 

 Being the mayor is a 
big job.  Mayor 
Gallagher works to 
make sure the 
community laws are 
obeyed.  She thinks 
about city problems 
and works to fix 
them.  She also 
makes speeches to 
tell people what is 
happening in the 
community. 



City Council 
 Mayor 

Gallagher does 
not run the city 
government by 
herself.  She 
works with the 
city council.  A 
city council is a 
group of elected 
people who 
make decisions 
and laws for a 
community.   
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City Services 
 Local governments 

provide many 

services for their 

communities.  

Brooklyn has police 

and fire departments.  

They have a service 

department and a 

recreation 

department.  They 

also have a senior 

citizen center.   



CITY SERVICES - TAXES 

 Where does the 
money come from 
for all of these 
services?  It comes 
from taxes.  A tax is 
money that people 
pay to support their 
government.  Tax 
money pays for the 
things a community 
needs and the jobs 
that city workers do. 



State government 
 States also have 

governments.  State 
governments make 
decisions that affect 
people in the whole state.  
In Ohio, the state 
government is in 
Columbus.  That makes 
Columbus the capital of 
Ohio.  A capital is the 
place where the 
government of a state is 
located. 



State government 
 
 The state government 

makes important 

decisions for the state.  

These decisions affect 

all of the people in the 

state.  The state 

government makes all of 

the state’s laws. 



capitol 
 A capitol is a 

building in which a 

state government 

works.   

Ohio’s Statehouse was finished being  

built in 1861. 



governor 
 The person who is 

elected to lead the state 

government is the 

governor.  He or she 

works in the state capitol 

building.  Ohio’s 

governor is John Kasich.  

He has been governor 

since 2011.  He has a 

cabinet, boards and 

commissions to help him. John Kasich, Ohio’s 69th governor. 



National government 
 Washington D.C. is our country’s capital.  It is where 

our country’s government is located.  Some of our 
country’s most important history has happened here. 

The White House, where the President works and lives. 



president 
 Washington D.C. was 

built to be a capital city.  
Today many important 
leaders work and live in 
Washington D.C.  The 
President is one of those 
leaders.  The President is 
the leader of our country.  
He is elected by the U.S. 
citizens every four years.  
He makes sure our 
country’s laws are 
followed. 

Our President, Donald Trump is 

 the 45th president.  He was elected  

In 2016. 



congress 
 The President works with the people in Congress.  Congress is the 

part of our government that makes laws.  Members of Congress 

are also elected by the people.  Together Congress and the 

President make important decisions for our entire country. 

Congress in session in the Capitol Building. The Capitol Building, where the House 

of Representatives and the Senate work. 

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrB8pwdjThTGHQAoWajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/RV=2/RE=1396243869/RO=11/RU=http:/recoveringevangelical.com/2011/01/how-religious-is-the-112th-congress/RK=0/RS=Wd60hYKSX1Xly41fjhtUUsDWyh0-
http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrB8pVJjjhTsScAg9ajzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/RV=2/RE=1396244170/RO=11/RU=http:/indianapublicmedia.org/eartheats/senate-passes-food-safety-modernization-act/RK=0/RS=cvbOWkRwHecbBh50YbkHLCv1yco-


Supreme court 
 The Supreme Court is 

the branch of our 

national government 

that enforces the laws.  

It is made up of nine 

judges.  They make sure 

our country’s laws are 

fair and punish those 

who break them.  They 

meet in the Supreme 

Court Building. 
The Supreme Court Building in  

Washington D.C. 
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monuments 
 Every year people 

from around our 
country and the 
world visit our 
country’s capital, 
Washington D.C.  
They visit the 
monuments that 
remind them of our 
country’s history.  A 
monument is a 
building or statue 
made to honor a 
person or an event.   The Washington Monument, built to honor 

our first President, George Washington. 
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glossary 

Vocabulary Word Definition 

Capital the place where the government of a state 

is located. 

Capitol a building in which a state government 

works 

City council a group of elected people who make 

decisions and laws for a community 

Congress the part of our government that makes 

laws 

Governor person who is elected to lead the state  



glossary 

Local government the government in a community 

Mayor the leader of city government 

monument a building or statue made to honor a 

person or an event 

President the leader of our country 

Supreme court the branch of our national government 

that enforces the laws 

Tax money that people pay to support their 

government 

Washington d.c. our country’s capital 


